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to the confusion of the Jew and the infidel, that the
prophecy came out exactly right, according to all
its limitations, at the end of four thousand years!
What now becomes of the argument for guess-
work ? Will any one, in the face of these facts,
have the courage to plead it ?

But this is not all. The very peculiar circum-
stances of life in which Christ should appear were
also foretold long before his advent, some by one
prophet, others by another, and so on in different
periods of the age of revelation. Though de-
scended from a king, this deliverer, according to
prophecy, was to be "despised and rejected of
men;" though of unparalleled majesty, he was to
be of "a meek and lowly spirit;" though of no
repute among men, he was to work miracles in
giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf,
succor to the afflicted, comfort to the poor;
though immaculately innocent, he was to be
"numbered with transgressors." Then he was
to be put to a cruel death, the exact form of which
was foretold; his hands and feet were to be
pierced, but none of his bones broken. His gar-
ments were to be distributed, his enemies to utter
reproaches and taunts; they were to give him
vinegar to drink. The very words he should
utter upon the cross were recorded hundreds of
years before he was born, the manner of his
burial as well, and the success that should attend
his cause through all subsequent time. These
circumstances in the history of Christ, according
to the tenor of human affairs, were most unlikely
to occur to one of the royal house of David, who